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man plenipotentiary, and it did not take me long to find
out that no concessions were to be expected from him.
The next day I visited Rouvier again. Personally, he
confided to me, he attached little importance to the conces-
sions in the Morocco affair on which Germany insisted, but
the country, he said, was in such an ugly mood that, should
he yield to those demands, his Cabinet would be forced to
resign. I suggested then that he come to an agreement
with his opponents regarding the secondary issues of the
dispute and that he propose to Germany the arbitration of
the main issues by an international conference, with the,
understanding that the decision of the conference was to
be binding upon both sides. This, I added, would free the
present Cabinet from the responsibility for the outcome of
the Morocco affair. Rouvier remarked that this scheme
had occurred to him, but that it had been rejected by the
German plenipotentiary.
In the meantime, I had learned that King Edward of
England desired to see me.   A similar invitation was also
received from Emperor William.   I replied that, to my
regret, I could not visit their Majesties before reporting
to my Monarch.   Afterwards, however, I was instructed to
visit the German Emperor.   Before leaving for Berlin, I
paid a visit to the President of the Republic, Loubet, as a
sop to French public opinion; and I also informed both
Prince Radolin and Rouvier that I would try to convince
Emperor William of the desirability of turning the Morocco
conflict over to an international conference for arbitration.
I met the Emperor in his Prussian hunting castle at
Rominten, which is situated near the Russian frontier, a
short distance from Verzhbolovo.   I reached the railway
station in the morning and was greeted in the Emperor's
name by aged Count Eulenberg.   He drove me in his car
to the castle and told me that His Majesty entertained a
very high opinion about me, that he admired my Ports-